
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Alexandria Division

COLON HEALTH CENTERS OF

AMERICA, LLC, et al.,

Plaintiffs,

v.

BILL HAZEL, in his official

capacity as Secretary of
Health and Human resources,

et al.,

Defendants.

Civil Action No. l:12-cv-615

MEMORANDUM OPINION

THIS MATTER comes before the Court on Plaintiffs' and State

Defendants' cross-motions for summary judgment.

Since 1992, Virginia has required purveyors of new medical

projects to obtain a Certificate of Public Need (COPN) before

conducting business in the state. The application process delays

entry into Virginia's medical services market and may cause

would-be providers to incur substantial costs. Plaintiffs are

out-of-state companies that seek to conduct business in

Virginia. They allege Virginia's COPN requirement and

application process unconstitutionally discriminate against

interstate commerce. Their claim fails because Virginia's COPN

laws do not have the purpose or effect of discriminating against
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