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Standard of Proof in State Forfeiture Laws*

Prima Facie/Probable Cause

Probable Cause and Preponderance
of the Evidence

Clear and Convincing

Clear and Convincing and Beyond a
Reasonable Doubt

Beyond a Reasonable Doubt

Alabama, Alaska, Delaware, Illinois, Massachusetts, Mis-
souri, Montana, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Wyoming

Georgia, North Dakota, South Dakota, Washington

Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Minnesota, Nevada, New
Mexico, Ohio, Utah, Vermont

California

Nebraska, North Carolina*™*, Wisconsin

* Most commonly, in states with two forfeiture standards, the higher one is for the forfeiture of real property.

** State law effectively does not have civil forfeiture.



